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The beanitifial, Inittery yellow flowers of
Bulnesia srborea (Zygophyllaceae)

Workshop series

Fascinating Tropical Trees

Dr. Guillermo Goldrlein, Smathers
Frofessor o the University of Miami
al the Arvseal Picric

Dr. Guillemo Goldstein, Professor
of Tropical Ecophysiclegy at the University
of Miami, gave a wonderful mini-tour and
lecture in Decamber about fascinating tropi-
cal trees.  Dr. Goldstein told stories about
the hardships that some tropical trees must
endure in order to survive including extrane
temperatures such as the plant’s foliage
freczing daily! More lectures and work-
shops are being planned for the future.

Pruning technigques workshop by
Dr. George Fitzpatrik

Seme of the highlights of Dr.
CGreorge Fitzpatrick 's pruning workshop are
given here. Firgt the definition: pruning is
the selective removal of plant parts for a de-
fined purpose. Landscape tree pruning has
diffierent goals than orchard pruning. Crehard
pruning is primarily motivated by economic
issues to maximize yield and simplify har-
vest, while landzcape tree pruning empha-
gizes crown mainbeance including cleaning,
thinning, raising and reduction of crowns. Its
objectives are to maintain and improve the
safety of the landscaped envirerment, the
health of the tree and the appearance of the
tree. Selective ramoval of dead, dizeazed,
braken or weakly attached branches is the
mest commen goal. Removal of the less
desirable of two branches that cross or rub i
algo impaortant as is ranoval of branches that
bleck street signs or are too close to ulility
wiree, Finally training of young trees another
reasor Lo prune.

Dy, Fitzperick teaching prvdng
techuurpies o o Ligustrum free dr-
trig thee workshop

There are two sets of salety rules: a set for
profeszionals and for laypersons. Dr. Fitz-
patrick covered beth, but in this article we
focus on the latter,
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Pruning techniques (Cont.)

Speaking of “ladders,” that is the first rule
If you have to get on a ladder a tree is too large for
you to prune on your owi, call a professional! When
else is a professional necessary? If the branch is over
2 cm in diameter, if it is near a power line or if it was:
inmjured in a storm, do not attempt to prune it yourself,
Some tips for those jobs you CAN do on your own:
(&) use protective hats, gloves, glasses and wear a
long-slecved shart,
(b} use sharp tools that are in proper working condi-
tion
{c) never use a chan saw
{d) know where the cord is on electric shears
(&) concentrate on your job
(£} do mot work alone
(&) know your limits and don't hesitate to call a pro-
fessional.

were iraihed i Lhe rive of
toods and different prisung
techuigries.

Three main types of cuts were demonstrated
at the workshop, reduction, heading and removal cuts,
Acreduction cut, ak.a, a thirming lateral cut or a drop
croteh cut, reduces the length of branch back to a liv-
ing lateral branch that can became the new dominant
#tan. A heading cut reduces the length of a branch
back to a predetermined height regardlesz of the posi-
tion of lateral branches and does leave a stub, Appro-
priate use of a heading cut includes tip pruning of
yeung trees and shearing of shrubbery, while an ex-
ample of an inappropriate use of a heading cut is ha-
tracking A removal cut, ak.a a thinming cut or a col-
lar cut, rameves a branch from the trunk or parent
bramch. Reduction cuts and heading euts efben pre-
clude the formation of a branch protection zone are
thus potentially meore damaging than removal cuts,

The workshop ended with everyone partici-
pating in the pruning of a small Ligrestrm tree. The
group, guided by Dr. Fitzpatrick, selected the branches
to trim and caried out the trimming. All agreed that
the tree was much better ol in appearance and health
after its pruning was campleted.

Flowering Trees Celebrated
at Gifford Annual Picnic

A “celebration of tropical flowering trees” was the
focus this past Decanber at the Gifford Anmial Pienic.
The picnic focused on trees that have remarkably showy
flowers that have evolved to attract a variety of animal pol-
linators. The forms and fragrances arc not only beautiful,
but they tell the story of evelution in the tropics which is
driven by intense biotic interactions. Joining in the celebra-
tion was the Tropical Flowering Tree Socicty, a cosponsor
with the Gifford Arberetum. The picnic ncluded a varicty
of sandwiches, homemade salads, cockies, and other deli-
cious foods.

Crrachiate stidesids don some of the beaatifid
tropical flowers ai the Arborettim Aremicd
FPicwie in December collected from members
of the Tropicald Flowering Tree Sociely

Donated tropical trees were suctioned ofT at the
picnde, Denors included Valerie Klevan, Peter Ostrowski,
Strelkow Aszzociates, Rob Bobgon and Larry Schokman
Books on tropical botany and ecology were also dosated
Tor a silent auction.

Larry Schokman and other members of the
Trepical Flowering Tree Society assembled a magnificent
digplay of tropical Nowers, some collected from the Kam-
pong John Cozea, Graduate Student at the University of
Miami and member of the GifTord Arboretum, took guests
on 4 tour of the botanical collections on campus, focusing
on the tropical Nlowering trees in the Arboretum collec-
tion. A great time waz had by all!

Jon Bergell cned Dovglas Parks exchonge
prgung stortes af the Arboresim Piciic





















