Alumna’s memory honored by biology fellowship

An Environmental Legacy
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Lisa Anness, A.B. ’78, M.B.A. ’88, was a dedicated environmentalist. A biologist by training, she loved to garden, especially with native Florida plants, and volunteered regularly at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden in Coral Gables. Anness suffered from a heart condition and passed away last year at the age of 47. Her death prompted her companion of 15 years, Larry Rutherford, to honor her memory by establishing a graduate fellowship in the college’s Department of Biology. 

A gift by Rutherford of $500,000 created the Lisa D. Anness University of Miami/Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden Graduate Fellowship Endowment Fund. The gift will provide funds to recruit an exceptional graduate student to the University who is interested in studying tropical plant sciences. “This fellowship provides the University with the chance to do research in the field Lisa was in love with,” explains Rutherford, president of SouthStar Development Partners. 

Anness was born in Morocco and spent much of her childhood in the Philippines, where she developed a love of the tropics and tropical biology. She received a biology degree specializing in herpetology and later an M.B.A. at the University. Before her death, she created a pollinator garden at her home, which included a pond, bogs, native plants, herbs, and an assortment of colorful annuals and perennials. 

“This gift increases the collaborative research synergy between the Department of Biology and Fairchild, and assures an ideal environment for training graduate students to assume roles that will shape future research in tropical plant sciences,” says Kathryn Tosney, chair of the Department of Biology. “It is a superb catalyst for scientific growth and excellence.”  
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