SCRIPT FOR  LECTURE AT 7 PM IN 145 COX SCIENCE.
APR 16
(first slide)

I am Carol Horvitz, as, Director of the Gifford Arboretum Committee and Professor of Biology and I would like to welcome everyone to the 
Twentifirst Annual John C. Gifford Arboretum Lecture and Celebration of the 200th Anniversary of the Birth of Charles Darwin. 

The John C. Gifford Arboretum is a collection of living tropical and subtropical trees.  We are dedicated to promoting knowledge about the diversity of tropical trees, both native and from around the world.

Our program tonight includes 

The Tour by John Cozza (already completed)

Welcome by Sr. Associate Dean Dan Pals
Celebration of Darwin
The Lecture

Darwin’s Birthday Party at which Darwin will 


meet Sebastian the Ibis

sign copies of his books
I am very happy to start by introducing: Dean Pals,

(Dean Pals speaks)

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR COMING!

The Arboretum is run by a committee that includes many volunteers, faculty, students and staff of the University as well as community members which I will acknowledge shortly.
First, I want to thank the Co-hosts for the Lecture

Montgomery Botanical Center, for providing accommodations for the speaker and

The Kampong of the National Tropical Botanical Garden for publicizing this event 
Special thanks for supporters within the University:

Kathryn Tosney, the Chair of the Biology Department
Michael Halleran, the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences

Mark Sigars

Julio Tejera

Jeanne Luis
Liliana Davidson-Tower
Don Olson
Among the biology faculty and students, the key person is the graduate student who holds the Aldridge Curator position. I would like to acknowledge current curator Carlos Garcia-Robledo.

Others in the Bio department that should get special thanks this year include:
John Cozza

Dana Krempels

Malancha Sarkar

Tanya Hawley

David Matlaga

Ana Salazar

Floria Mora-Kepfer
Randol Villalobos
Ana Salazar

Lucero Sevillano
Robert McElderry
Dave Janos

Hugo Romero

Erin Kuprewciz

Nathan Dappen

Elizabeth Midney

Alex Wood
Jason Lamar Downing
Community:

Christine Dupuy

George Fitzpatrick

Jon Bennett

Chris Tyson 

Kathy Gaubatz
Lauren R. Gould

Susanne Kayyali

Kirsten Llamas

Martha Gifford Melahn

Stephen Pearson

Paula Swetland

Sue Steinberg

Patty Phares
Robert Parsley
Advisory board:
Jeff Shimonski

Patrick Griffith

Mario Blanco

David Lee

Paul Cox  
Douglas Parks

Larry Schokman

Recent Benefactors:

The Reverend Marta S. Weeks
 (Slide 2) Celebration of Darwin
Charles Darwin 1809 -1882   (childhood “indifferent to books, responsive to nature”)
· B.A.  1831 (his family wanted him to study medicine, but he could not stand the sight of blood! … He then went to Christ’s College, Cambridge and studied for the ministry, but his true passion was natural history esp. beetles)
· John Stevens Henslow 


professor of botany

· 1831-1836 


Voyage of the Beagle (round the world including S. America, Africa and 



Australia)
· 1859  The Origin of Species (developed in great detail by consideration of much evidence from both the fossil record and extant species the idea that new species arose gradually from pre-existing ones, an idea called descent with modification. Further he proposed a mechanism: natural selection). Brilliant and transformative as this work was, it was only one among many of his works. 
· The Complete Works of Charles Darwin On-line
http://darwin-online.org.uk/

 (Slide 3) Climbing plants
The movement and habit of climbing plants
(Many editions 1865 -1882)

“It has often been vaguely asserted that plants are distinguished from animals by not having the power of movement.  It should rather be said that plants acquire and display this power only when it is of some advantage to them; this being of comparatively rare occurrence as … food is brought to them by the air and rain.” 

 (Slide 4) Main sign
The John C. Gifford Arboretum is becoming more beautiful and diverse and valuable than ever before. Please do visit!  Wander the trails and you will discover an amazing array of forms, textures and scents: leaves, trunks, flowers, fruits and chemistry, providing food, fiber, medicine, perfume and more, not to mention wood.  Enjoy! (who knows you might even learn something…)
Among the many exhibits featured in our renovated collection is the plant family that includes more woody vines than any other and is the plant family that tonight’s speaker is the world expert on. 

So let’s move on to the main event of the evening’s program:

(Slide 5). Lucia
I am happy to introduce the Twentyfirst John C. Gifford Arboretum Lecturer,      

Dr. Lúcia G. Lohmann is the world expert on the Trumpet Creeper Family (Bignoniaceae), the highly diverse plant family that includes more woody vines than any other. Both the vines and tree species in the family produce conspicuous displays of large yellow, purple or red trumpet- to bell-shaped flowers, known locally by the lovely Jacaranda’s, Tabebuia’s and yellow elders that flower here in spring and early summer.  
Dr. Lohmann is an accomplished young biologist well-known for applying the latest advances in evolutionary biology (like molecular phylogeny and geospatial analyses) to biodiversity conservation.

Though she received her doctorate only a few years ago (University of Missouri St. Louis), she is already a recognized leader, with an extensive record of publications (18 papers in peer-reviewed journals, 26 book chapters, 2 books) and speaking engagements (over 40 in a variety of scientific and public education venues).  And she already is considered an inspirational professor for graduate students.  
Currently, Dr. Lohmann’s primary position is at the University of São Paulo, Brazil, with additional accreditation as a graduate professor at three other Brazilian universities: Universidade Estadual de Campinas, Universidade Federal de Uberlândia, and Universidade Federal de Feira de Santana.  Also a valued research associate at two botanical gardens (Missouri Botanical Garden and New York Botanical Garden), an elected member of the Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation Science Committee (2008-present), advisor for several funding agencies, and reviewer for leading scientific journals, she is a dynamic collaborator who is fluent in four languages.
Tonight we are delighted that Lucia has agreed to share her enthusiasm for the evolution of climbing plants and present a lecture on:
“Disentangling one of Darwin’s great mysteries: The story of climbing plants”
